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Afghanistan, due to its strategic geopolitical position
and institutional fragility, has consistently been
influenced by the policy orientations of major powers.
This study examines the impact of great-power
policymaking on the formulation and direction of public
policies in Afghanistan and its implications for political
stability and regional relations during the period 2004—
2021. The theoretical framework is grounded in Critical
Geopolitics, New Institutionalism, and the literature on
public policymaking in fragile states. Employing a
qualitative research design, the study relies on
documentary analysis and a comparative examination of
the policies and strategic positions of major powers and
the Afghan government.The findings reveal that
Afghanistan’s public policies were, in many instances,
shaped by the security and strategic priorities of major
powers. Acting as an intervening variable, public
policies played a crucial role in transmitting these
external influences into the domestic governance
structure. This dynamic contributed to weakened state
institutional capacity, increased policy dependence, and
the intensification of political instability and regional
geopolitical competition. The study’s main contribution
lies in explaining the mediating role of public policy in
linking external interventions to governance outcomes
in Afghanistan. Accordingly, strengthening institutional
autonomy and promoting a balanced public
policymaking process are essential prerequisites for
mitigating the adverse effects of external interventions.
Keywords: Afghanistan; Public Policy; Great
Powers; Critical Geopolitics; Fragile State.
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