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The Impact of Short-Term Training programs on
Specialized Journalism

Ahmad Rashad Azimi !

Abstract

Undoubtedly, the modern world is the world of communication and media. Today, people
mostly see and understand what media wants them to. Because of this, media significantly
impacts various aspects of life and has become a vital social institution due to its content.
The presence of professional journalists within media structures is a key factor directly
affecting content quality. Considering this, the study investigates the impact of short-term
journalism training on specialized journalism, based on the theory of media social
responsibility. Conducted via survey method, the data was collected using a 13-item Likert
scale questionnaire. The non-random, targeted sample consisted of 150 journalists,
journalism professors, and journalism students in Kabul. Findings show a direct, significant
relationship between short-term journalism training and specialized journalism. In other
words, non-professionals in the media lead to reduced content quality, negative audience
perception, and disregard for professional norms. Content quality is affected by training
duration. Issues such as professional dilution, reduced responsibility, and media
underperformance in crises are linked to short-term training. In general, the shorter the
training, the lower the content quality and effectiveness of media

Keywords: Specialized journalism, short-term training, content quality, de
professionalization, media responsibility..
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