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The Post-COVID World Order: Strategic
Competition Among the U.S., Russia and China

Shamshad Aziz Kazimi !

Abstract
The COVID-19 crisis in 2019 (1398 in the solar or Afghan calendar) pushed the world into

a new phase of disorder, weakening the post-pandemic international order. This study
analyzes the strategic competition among the United States, Russia, and China in the post-
COVID global system based on strategic realism theory. The central question is: How have
international relations among these three powers changed after the COVID crisis? Data
analysis shows that global political and security orders are undergoing transformation. The
U.S.'s unilateralism and hegemony are declining, although the country remains influential
in many global developments. The hypothesis suggests that post-COVID strategic tensions
among the U.S., Russia, and China have laid the groundwork for new political and strategic
alliances. The research is descriptive-analytical, using library sources (books, journals, and
reliable websites), and is based on strategic realism theory, influenced by realist thinker
Thomas Schelling. The paper’s importance lies in offering a clear view of geopolitical
changes in the post-COVID era and their impact on the global order

Keywords: Great power alliances, post-COVID international system, strategic
rivalry, COVID crisis, strategic realism
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