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An Analysis of the People's Democratic Party of
Afghanistan Based on Spragens' Method

Kambakhsh Nikoui!
Abstract

In recent decades, Afghanistan has consistently faced structural crises, political instability,
and ideological conflicts. Among these, some political movements, with their
transformative visions, have influenced the country’s political landscape. This article aims
to explain and critically analyze the political ideology of the People’s Democratic Party of
Afghanistan using Spragens' theory of crisis. The research seeks to answer: How did this
party perceive the crisis and what system did it propose to resolve it?
Using Spragens’ theoretical framework and the "internal logic" method, the findings
suggest that the party leaders saw the roots of the crisis in feudal authoritarianism,
aristocracy, and global imperialism. According to them, intellectual decline and political
disorder were also key contributors to these crises. Their proposed solution was socialist
state-building following the collapse of the republican order, with armed struggle and a
"Red Coup" as their path—though this strategy eventually faced ideological and strategic
deviations. The analysis is descriptive-analytical, and the research’s importance lies in
providing a theoretical and critical understanding of one of Afghanistan’s key political
movements.

Keywords: Spragens' method, Democratic Party, political crisis, political movement
analysis, state-building.
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