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Abstract

leisure in Afghanistan. These media play a fundamental role in today’s world, a role that
can be either constructive or destructive. This article aims to analyse and examine the state
of critical thinking in Afghan visual media. The central research question is: What factors
have hindered the development and promotion of critical thinking in the content of Afghan
visual media? The hypothesis suggests that Afghan visual media content has failed to foster
critical thinking due to factors such as low media literacy, restrictions on freedom of
expression, and censorship. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the findings indicate
that critical thinking is not reflected in the content of Afghan visual media. These outlets
have primarily focused on broadcasting films and daily events and have failed to provide
a platform for rational and comprehensive discourse in the country. Various factors have
contributed to this, including low audience media literacy, lack of professional human
resources, censorship, restrictions on free speech, and propaganda. The study emphasizes
the need for improving media literacy, supporting the educational system, producing
dialogue-based programs, and backing independent media to strengthen critical thinking.
The importance of this paper lies in encouraging deeper reflection and support for content
that contributes to societal growth.

Keywords: Critical thinking, visual media, media literacy, education, freedom of

speech.
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