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Abstract

Foreign policy instability refers to the incon-
sistency in a country’s objectives, decisions,
and behavior in the international arena. This
study examines the role of cultural geography
in shaping the instability of Afghanistan’s for-
eign policy between 2001 and 2014. The main
research question asks: What has been the most
significant cause of Afghanistan’s foreign pol-
icy instability during this period? Using a de-
scriptive—analytical approach, the study tests its
hypothesis and finds that ethnic, linguistic, and
religious concerns have significantly influenced
Afghanistan’s foreign policy instability. Given
the country’s strategic location and wide cultur-
al diversity among its ethnic and social groups,
Afghanistan’s foreign policy has been affected
by the political-security, economic, and cultur-
al dynamics of neighboring states. The findings
indicate that cultural and identity tensions, re-
gional power rivalries, and conflicts between
India and Pakistan as well as between Iran and
Saudi Arabia have exacerbated foreign policy
instability and fueled the war economy in Af-
ghanistan. This study highlights the importance
of cultural geography as a key factor in analyz-
ing Afghanistan’s foreign policy amid its ethnic
diversity.

Keywords: Foreign Policy, Cultural Geogra-
phy, Constructivism, Structure, Social Identity,
Soft Power
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