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Abstract

This article examines the role of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) in Afghanistan’s developments.
Emphasizing shared social and ideological identities—such
as countering security threats—the organization seeks to
safeguard the common interests of its members in
Afghanistan. The primary objective of this paper is to
analyze the role of the SCO in Afghanistan after 2001. The
central question is: What role has the SCO played in
Afghanistan over the past two decades, and what challenges
has it faced in this regard? It appears that Afghanistan holds
special significance for the SCO member states; therefore,
the organization has sought to play an active role in the
country. However, it has faced serious challenges in this
endeavor. Findings of this study, based on a descriptive-
analytical method, indicate that the SCO’s role and
performance in Afghanistan have been influenced by
conflicting interests, identity and geopolitical shifts among
member states, as well as the extensive presence of the
United States and its allies. Consequently, although the
SCO has the potential to become an influential actor in
Afghanistan’s stability and development, its role so far has
been limited and largely symbolic.

Keywords: Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Political
Stability, Narcotics, Regional Security, Afghanistan.
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