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Abstract

Afghanistan is considered one of the underdeveloped
countries, where decades of war, instability, and domination
by major powers have hindered its sustainable
development. After the establishment of the new political
system, the media and freedom of expression experienced
significant growth; however, this process has consistently
faced numerous challenges. The failure and ineffectiveness
of liberal journalism in Afghanistan have sparked new
debates regarding its suitable alternative. The main issue of
this study is to examine the differences and similarities
between liberal journalism and liberation journalism, as
well as the effectiveness of each in the Afghan society. The
objective of the research is to analyze these two journalistic
approaches and identify the model most suitable for
Afghanistan’s circumstances. The primary research
question is: What are the most significant differences and
similarities between liberal journalism and liberation
journalism in Afghanistan? This research employs a
comparative approach and content analysis method to study
the differences and similarities between liberal and
liberation journalism. The findings indicate that liberal
journalism, despite its emphasis on freedom of expression,
media expansion, and increasing public awareness in
Afghanistan, has faced fundamental challenges and has not
been sufficiently effective. In contrast, liberation
journalism, with its focus on justice, political and social
awareness, and strengthening the spirit of advocacy, is
considered a suitable alternative. The main differences
between the two approaches can be observed in the depth of
analysis, justice-oriented focus, and their level of social
impact. The conclusion suggests that liberation journalism,
due to its emphasis on political awareness, pursuit of justice,
and consideration of Afghanistan’s specific social and
cultural conditions, is more effective than liberal journalism
and can play a more impactful role in the country’s
sustainable development.

Keywords: Journalism, Liberal, Liberation, SWOT
Model, Afghanistan
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