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Abstract

Afghan journalism, a function of politics in the country,
has gone through many ups and downs and does not
follow a straight line. Rather, it has gone through various
experiences that can be identified in the form of “three
periods and six narratives.” This article pursues two
goals: one is the principles and assumptions of these six
narratives and the second, the orientation of each
narrative at different stages. The question is what is the
fundamental characteristic of Afghanistan journalism in
the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries from
1873 to 2021? The hypothesis is that the characteristic of
the first period is identifiable with the confrontation of
resistance journalism and imperialist journalism; the
characteristic of the second period is identifiable with the
confrontation of nationalist journalism and dependency
journalism; and the third period is identifiable with the
confrontation of critical-revolutionary journalism and
liberal- capitalist journalism. In this paper, textual data
was analyzed using a qualitative analysis method, and
the analytical analyses show that both the dominant and
the defeated narratives followed two opposing logics.
The narrative that emerged with Jamaluddin Afghani’s
attitude towards colonialism in the nineteenth century
was strengthened by the efforts of Anis and ended with
small intellectual publications in the twenty-first
century. The narrative of colonialism, dependency and
fascism, which is dominant compared to popular
narratives, still exists in most media and media practices,
both in the state, among ideological groups and among
liberal media owners. This article analyzes two
simultaneous lines in the history of journalism and
shows the relationship of media with politics and culture
in a political context economy.

Keywords: imperialism, political-changes, state,
journalism discipline, media, political-system.
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