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Abstract

Despite efforts toward institutionalization, Afghanistan’s
administrative structure failed to achieve bureaucratic
efficiency. This study seeks to identify the factors
contributing to the ineffectiveness of Max Weber’s
bureaucracy theory within Afghanistan’s administrative
context. The research was conducted with the aim of
identifying the causes of the failure of Weberian
bureaucracy in Afghanistan’s administrative system during
the years 2003—2021. Max Weber, a theorist of the classical
school, named his ideal type of organizational structure
“bureaucracy.” He believed that his model was the most
effective means for organizations to achieve their
objectives. The main question of this study is: What were
the key factors behind the ineffectiveness of Max Weber’s
bureaucracy theory in Afghanistan’s administrative
structure between 2003 and 2021? Using library-based data
collection and a descriptive-analytical method, this research
addresses the question. Understanding Weber’s bureaucracy
theory and how it was applied in Afghanistan, as well as
systematically analyzing the contexts of its inefficiency,
form the objectives and necessity of this study. The findings
reveal that in Afghanistan’s administrative structure,
challenges such as the absence of the rule of law, corruption,
lack of meritocracy, and the concentration of political and
administrative power have led to the ineffectiveness of Max
Weber’s bureaucracy theory in the country.

keywords. Bureaucracy, Classical School, Administration,
Rule of Law, Administrative, Afghanistan.
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