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YouTube Content and the Quality of Citizen Journalism in
Afghanistan (2022-2024)
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Abstract

Virtual networks are now considered an inseparable part of societies, with media platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter/X, YouTube, and others serving as popular virtual spaces where users actively produce content.
Afghanistan is no exception, as it is deeply engaged in creating content on YouTube. This engagement has
influenced citizen journalism. The aim of this research is to analyze the relationship between the virtual

platform YouTube and the decline in the quality of citizen journalism in Afghanistan from 2022 to 2024. The
central question posed is: what impact has the social media platform YouTube had on the quality of citizen
journalism in Afghanistan during this period? The hypothesis suggests that YouTube has negatively affected
the quality of citizen journalism from 2022 to 2024. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method with

field data collection. The findings reveal that YouTube has led to a decline in the quality of citizen journalism
in Afghanistan, resulting in public distrust of citizen journalists. The proliferation of unethical content and
the lack of serious audience engagement with the daily scientific content produced by active members of
virtual networks are additional significant findings of this research. The study is practical in identifying and
introducing the role of YouTube as a dynamic variable contributing to the decline in the quality of citizen

journalism in Afghanistan.
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