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The Impact of Media on Afghanistan's Foreign Policy (2003-2021)
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Abstract

Foreign policy is a domain that engages comprehensively with media. Achieving goals and securing interests in foreign
policy require political, economic, cultural, and military tools. Foreign policy institutions do not overlook the power of
communication and modern technologies in pursuing their objectives. The presence and activity of media as non-state
actors represent a new approach to international relations. This article focuses on examining the impact of media on
Afghanistan’s foreign policy. In this context, the question arises: what effect have media functions had on
Afghanistan’s foreign policy from 2003 to 2021? The response suggests that the media, through their informational,
political, economic, and cultural functions, have significantly influenced Afghanistan’s foreign policy and have been
the primary cause of its orientation over the past 18 years. This research employs an explanatory approach with a
qualitative method (interviews with experts and document analysis). The findings indicate that the functions of Afghan
media have had a profound impact on the perspectives of decision-makers in the country’s foreign policy. The
importance of this study lies in the ability of media to shape Afghanistan’s foreign policy, enabling policymakers to

focus on media diplomacy and leverage it in the future to enhance the country’s power and prestige.
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